
Through collaboration to professional empowerment:

A whole school approach to

promoting reading across the curriculum

Promoting Effective English Language Learning in 

Primary Schools



Promoting Reading Across the 
Curriculum (RAC) in English 

Language 



Role of English Language 

General 
Studies
surveys, 

questionnaires, 
online materials, 

reports, forms

P.E.
leaflets, 
records

English Language
reading strategies, 

text structures, text features,
thematic vocabulary items, sentence patterns

Visual Arts
colours, images,

colour tone

Value  Education
value education 

elements

Mathematics
charts, formula

Chinese 
Language

reading
strategies, 

text structures, 
text features

Related reading 
materials for 

developing different 
reading strategies 

on common 
topics/themes 



Cross-curricular 
co-planning 

meetings

Identifying the 
target reading 

strategies 

Relevant  
teaching and 

learning 
resources 

Topics and 
content: closely 
aligned with the 
core curriculum 

Effective use of 
varied text types 

Highlighting the 
thematic 

vocabulary items 

Explicit teaching 
of  the target 

reading strategies 

Authentic contexts for 
application of reading 

strategies learnt 

Continuous 
evaluation 
and review

Enhanced 
value 

education 

Equipping  students with the necessary “read to 
learn” skills to meet the academic demands at 

later Key Learning Stages 

Developing the RAC modules  



Primary 2 Module design
Theme 感恩為我們服務的人

Relevant module
 English Language: Meet my family
 General Studies: 為我們服務的人
 Chinese Language: 勇闖難關

Text Types Informational report, fiction 

Reader 
 People work in our community 
 What is a good citizen ?
 The Emperor’s New Clothes

Text structures compare and contrast

Text features captions, footnotes, table of content

Language items 
 vocabulary: jobs
 language: simple present tense

Reading skills
 understanding the information provided on the 

book cover
 prediction 
 summarization



Criteria of choosing reading 
materials

• General knowledge      closely related to students’ 
daily lives

• Topics can be covered in other subjects-Chinese, 
General Studies, Music, Arts etc.



Common language elements and 
values in both English Language and 

General Studies curriculum



Primary 4 Module design
Theme 健康人生

Relevant module

 English Language: Healthy Eating, A Balanced 
Diet 

 General Studies:人體侵略者
 Chinese Language: 更強更簡美

Text Types Informational report, fiction 

Reader 
 Eating Right 
 Healthy Eating
 Dragon's Big Breakfast 

Text structures  compare and contrast

Text features  topic sentence and supporting details 

Language items 
 vocabulary: food items, nutrients 
 language: modal verbs, comparative

Reading skills  understanding writer’s attitude
 summarizing ideas 

Writing  expository writing 



School-based 

Reading 

Scheme

Extensive 

Reading 

Scheme

Thematic 

Reading 

Scheme

Reading 

Across 

Curriculum 

(RaC)

In what way is RaC different from our teaching of 

reading in the English curriculum?



Traditional mode of 

teaching ‘Reading’

• Rely on the particular 

subjects such as Chinese 

or English

RaC 

• All subjects work together 

to enhance reading ability



Reading Across 
Curriculum

Common elements 
across subjects

Language

Reading strategies, 
vocabulary, Grammar, 
sentence patterns, value 
education elements, etc

General
Studies

Visual 
Arts

Maths

P.E.

Related reading 
materials for 
developing 
different reading 
strategies

Surveys, questionnaires, 
on-line materials, reports, 
forms, value educational 
elements, etc

charts、formula, etc

colours、images, colour tone, 
etc

Leaflets, 
Records, etc

Related reading 
materials for 
developing 
different reading 
strategies

Related reading 
materials for 
developing 
different reading 
strategies

Related reading 
materials for 
developing 
different reading 
strategies

Related reading 
materials for 
developing 
different reading 
strategies



Modules design for strengthening strategies on promoting “Reading 

Across the Curriculum” (RaC) at P.2



Criteria of choosing reading materials

• General knowledge      closely related to students’ 

daily lives.

• Topics can be covered in other subjects-Chinese, 

General Studies, Music, Arts etc.





Common language elements and values in 

both English and General Studies curriculum



Students’ Work







3 readers were purchased for P.4









• Set the common skills / objectives can 

be set across different subjects.

• The plan is better designed on good 

time alignment

• Extend what they have learnt in other 

subjects for motivation and interest. 



Pupils learn many concepts or 

ideas from different subjects 

which might be connected



Helping pupils to connect these 

concepts , ideas or learning 

experience.


